
CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

Introduction
Community Initiatives Facilitation and Assistance (CIFA) have used the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, to develop a framework for the protection and care of children within their operational area.  
The Convention states that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms, set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Convention of Human Rights, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.  The United Nations have also proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special care and assistance.
The family is the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all children and should be afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume its responsibilities within the community, 

Recognizing that for a child to fulfil a harmonious development of his or her personality should grow up in a family environment with an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding.

The child should be fully prepared to live an individual life in society, brought up in the in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity. The child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well as after birth.

For the protection and harmonious development of the child the importance of the traditions and cultural values of the people must be taken into account. CIFA shall recognise the importance of international co-operation for improving the living conditions of children in countries within their jurisdiction.
Definition 
For the purposes of this Child Protection Policy, a child means every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.

Discrimination 

CIFA shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in this Child Protection Policy applies to each child within its jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status

CIFA shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parents, legal guardians, or family members. 

Protection
In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration. 

CIFA will undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for their well-being, taking into account the rights and duties of his or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legislative and administrative measures. 

CIFA shall ensure that the institutions, services and facilities responsible for the care or protection of children shall conform with the standards established by competent authorities, particularly in the areas of safety, health, in the number and suitability of their staff, as well as competent supervision.
CIFA shall take an active role in the prevention of the illicit transfer and abduction of children abroad. 

Parents 
CIFA shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise of the child’s rights. 

As a result of any activity carried out by CIFA a child shall not be separated from his or her parents against their will or in any way disrupt normal family and social activities that could be detrimental to the child.

CIFA shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. The best interests of the child will be their basic concern. 

Human Rights 

CIFA recognise that every child has the inherent right to life. 

CIFA shall ensure, to the maximum extent possible, the survival and development of the child.

Where necessary and if required CIFA should assist parents with the registration immediately after birth of   a child and ensure they have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents. 

In the event of a CIFA activity affecting the child, who is capable of forming his or her own views, the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child should be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child. 

The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child's choice.  

Health
CIFA recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. CIFA should strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to the health care services that are available. 

Education
CIFA recognize the right of the child to education, and where resources allow to promote an educational programme within the area of its responsibility.

CIFA recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts. 

Drugs
CIFA shall ensure that none of its activities expose children to the use and illicit production and trafficking of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties. 

Sexual Exploitation
CIFA shall ensure that none of its activities expose children to any form of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. If activities being carried out by other organisation or individuals is found to be exploiting children CIFA is to take appropriate action to stop and prevent these activities continuing. 
 CIFA Staff Recruitment
Every effort is to be made to ensure CIFA staff and employees are the right people to be working with children.  New recruits should be checked they are appropriate and safe persons to be working with children.
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